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The CLOWARD-PIVEN Strategy:
Political Change Through Orchestrated Crisis

(an abridged, updated version of original article, which was published July 2009 in this publication)
by Marilyn M. Brannan

An alarming number of Americans remain clueless as President Obama moves forward with his strategy to
nationalize the private sector, overwhelm the nation with debt, destroy prosperity through catastrophic levels of taxation,
and force government-controlled health care on all American citizens.

The “Occupy Wall Street” protestors blame Wall Street greed for our current financial meltdown. Wall Street did
play a role, but it was a secondary factor. It resulted, to a large degree, from a calculated “deconstruction” program,
systematically implemented over a period of several decades. Simply put, there is a strategy in play that seeks the
destruction of capitalism; the tactic is to overload government bureaucracy with an overwhelming flood of demands that
will push society into crisis and economic collapse. That strategy is a significant factor underlying our current economic
chaos.

Robert Chandler, writing for The Washington Times, stated it in terms of what we have actually observed: “Its
supporting tactics include flooding government with impossible demands until it slowly cranks to a stop; overloading
electoral systems with successive tidal waves of new voters, many of them bogus; shaking down banks, politicians in
Congress, and the Department of Housing and Urban Development for affirmative-action borrowing; and pulling down
the national financial system by demanding exotic, subprime mortgages for low-income Americans who have little hope
of repaying them. (“The Cloward-Piven Strategy: Using the Poor to Tear Down Capitalism,” Oct. 15, 2008)

The objective: break the budget, jam the bureaucratic gears into gridlock, and bring the system down. The
ultimate result: fear, turmoil, and economic collapse—the perfect conditions for fostering radical change.

Calculated Economic Sabotage

The strategy described above was proposed in 1966 by two radical sociologists, Richard Andrew Cloward and
Frances Fox Piven, then both sociologists and political activists at the Columbia University School of Social Work. The
Cloward-Piven Strategy, as it became known, was published May 2, 1966, in The Nation (“The Weight of the Poor: A
Strategy to End Poverty”).

At the time they wrote their article, Cloward and Piven estimated that persuading even a fraction of potential
welfare recipients to demand their “entitlements” would bankrupt the system. They predicted “a profound financial and
political crisis” would ensue that would unleash “powerful forces . . . for major economic reform at the national level.”

The plan called for groups of aggressive organizers who would use demonstrations to create a climate of
militancy. Media campaigns, orchestrated and carried out by left-wing journalists would promote the idea of a federal
program of income redistribution. The objective would be a guaranteed living income for all—working and non-working
alike. With major cities across the country degenerating into chaos, Washington would be forced to act.

George Wiley, a militant black organizer, was recruited to lead Cloward & Piven’s new movement. In the
summer of 1967, Wiley formed the National Welfare Rights Organization (NWRO), closely following the strategies
articulated in the article by Cloward and Piven. Wiley’s followers flooded into welfare offices across the country,



intimidating social workers and demanding every penny to which they believed the law entitled them. In a period of two
years, NWRO built a dues-paying membership of 22,500 families, with more than 500 chapters across the nation.

From 1965 to 1974, the number of single-parent households on welfare soared from 4.3 million to 10.8 million,
despite mostly flush economic times. By the early 1970s, one person was on the welfare rolls in New York City for every
two working in the city’s private economy.”

A Vast Network for Forcing “Change”

When the public began to catch on to Cloward and Piven’s scheme to create economic and political chaos, the
two culprits moved on to other sectors of the bureaucracy. In 1982, their “disciples” spearheaded a new voting rights
movement, aided by ACORN and Project VVote, which lobbied heavily for the Motor Voter Act of 1993. That law allows
people to register in public places such as motor vehicle departments, schools, and libraries. Signed into law in 1993 by
Bill Clinton, “Motor Voter” has enabled the voting rights coalition of the Left to load voter rolls with invalid
registrations—i.e., names of people who are deceased, ineligible, and even non-existent.

Barack Obama spent years working with ACORN, providing legal counsel and training operatives for that
organization. Without a doubt, the Cloward-Piven Strategy, through widespread activism by ACORN, Project Vote, and
dozens of other radical organizations, contributed heavily to the election of the most radical president in U.S. history.

If Obama and his radical enablers are not stopped, they will surely finish their plan to destroy our economic
system, our currency, and our freedoms.

The America we knew——the nation that has sacrificed its blood and treasure again and again to protect our
freedoms—and lift other nations out of oppression—will no longer exist. May God help us.



