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Real World Bullies
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Recently, the White House held online forums as well as press conferences where the President of the United
States and the First Lady spent a great deal of time rallying the nation to a cause they feel requires immediate attention
and action: playground bullying.

Yes, they are serious. They believe this is an issue of national security, requiring all the prep and political theatre
normally reserved for significant national crises. Now | imagine most of us can think of one, two, or perhaps a dozen
more pressing issues facing the nation than schoolyard bullies—things such as the worst recession since the Great
Depression . . . massive earthquakes . . . Middle East turmoil. The list might even include passing a budget for the current
year, which the previously Democrat-controlled Congress failed to do, leaving the current Congress to pass one
continuing resolution after another in order to keep the government running.

Yes, | believe most all of these pressing issues trump school bullying. Still, the President—arguably one of the
most powerful figures on the planet—has chosen this issue, essentially being pushed by a tiny minority of the population,
in preference to issues that affect the whole populace. Why, you might ask? Well, Mr. Obama is beholden to, and in lock-
step with, the radical homosexual agenda. As a matter of fact, his point man on this latest policy venture is none other than
Kevin Jennings, an openly homosexual official with the Department of Education and the creator of the Gay, Lesbian, and
Straight Education Network. His approach to education has been more in the line of indoctrination, and he obviously has
the ear of the President on this pet issue. Sadly, the back story is that an agenda Mr. Jennings and company could not pass
in “hate speech” legislation is now being pressed forward through bureaucratic rule-making. Unfortunately, these
unlegislated rules being handed down by the Obama administration have the effect of law without the process of vetting
and debate in the legislature as was designed by the Founders of this nation.

Under new directives being issued to local school districts—and specifically, school principals—the Department
of Education is threatening to sue or suggest that some disenchanted parent sue the principal, teacher and/or school district
if they don’t keep adequate tabs on students who may say something that offends someone. What is even further beyond
the pale is that they are instructed to monitor student speech on social networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter. The
corporate giants that market this technology are thereby—willingly or unwittingly—complicit in violating the First
Amendment and privacy rights of our children and grandchildren!

We could, of course, look at historical similarities in surveillance societies such as the former Soviet Union,
China, Ceausescu’s Romania, and Cuba, to mention a few. But frankly, this is a more dangerous and insidious scheme
than any of the aforementioned experiments in monitoring and controlling the future leaders of our nation. This is an all-
out assault on the next generation—the perfect example of government bullying. In the long run, if this is allowed to
become a reality, we will be fostering a society of total distrust where there is a complete lack of privacy—or even any
expectation of privacy. In its worst iteration we could see what my friend and colleague, John Russell, calls the “tyranny



of perfection.” You see, we humans are fallible. No law or machination of man will ever be able to correct that and allow
us to live in a utopian society ruled every waking moment by the “perfect” government. Really, who would want to live in
such a place?

This notion has been attempted with disastrous results around the globe. Modern history calls those experiments by
various names: socialism, Marxism and communism. Technology has simply made it easier for the latest theorist in search
of utopia to attempt to control society. Isn’t such an attempt the ultimate form of bullying? Using government power to
push a perverse lifestyle and enforce one set of beliefs over another is blatant abuse of power and authority. In our free
society there will always be disagreement, but that is the wonder of the system. If your beliefs can stand up to scrutiny and
debate and not interfere with the natural God-given rights of another, then more power to you! But using the full force of
government, while pressing corporations to comply with its “anti-bullying” agenda is the very antithesis of the President’s
supposed anti-bullying initiative.

If the President is really concerned about bullies, allow me to suggest he focus his attention on a few notable
targets such as Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi, Iran’s Mahmound Ahmadinejad, Hugo Chavez, Osama bin Laden, North
Korea’s Kim Jung-Il, or Zimbabwe’s Robert Mugabe. All are bona fide bullies on the world scene, and deserve more
attention from the President of the United States than does the elementary or high school punk.



