
 
 April 2011 

 

This Lawless Administration 
By Marilyn Brannan, Associate Editor 

 

 

Marilyn Brannan has served since 1995 as Associate Editor of Monetary & Economic Review, as well as Unravelling the New World Order, both 

published by First American Monetary Consultants (FAMC). Her commentaries also appear from time to time on the IRN/USA News website, 

www.irnnews.com. 

 

At every turn, Barack Obama and the Democrats in power have disregarded the rule of law, the Constitution, and 

the will of the American people. The list of treacheries committed by this administration is stunning, and there is not 

sufficient space here to detail them all. We offer a few examples. 

Obama Justice Department Offers Right of Trial by Jury to Enemy Combatants . . . 
This current Justice Department, shortly after Barack Obama was inaugurated, unilaterally decided to try foreign 

enemy combatant terrorists in American federal civilian courts. It is an outrageous affront to all American citizens that 

politically motivated government officials took upon themselves to bestow the blood-bought constitutional right of a trial 

by one‟s peers—and all the rights that accrue to an American citizen undergoing a trial by jury—on foreign enemy 

combatants who hate America and attacked her in acts of terrorism. 

. . . But Sues the State of Arizona 
This same administration has refused to enforce the laws of our land in regard to border security and illegal alien 

deportation. In a blatant act of disregard for the law, they sued the State of Arizona for attempting to defend itself against 

an invasion of illegal aliens pouring across the border from Mexico. That move by this anti-American Obama 

administration has infuriated millions of American patriots. 

Obama Administration Defies Court Orders on Oil Drilling . . . 
On June 22, 2010, U.S. District Court Judge Martin Feldman of New Orleans blocked the six-month moratorium 

on deep-water drilling projects that the Obama administration had imposed in May, following the Gulf oil spill a month 

earlier. In his 22-page opinion, Judge Feldman issued a preliminary injunction against the enforcement of the 

administration‟s order halting all offshore exploratory drilling in more than 500 feet of water. Citing potential economic 

harm to businesses and workers, Judge Feldman wrote that the Obama administration had failed to justify the need for 

such “a blanket, generic, indeed punitive, moratorium” on deep-water oil and gas drilling.  

The administration ignored Feldman‟s ruling, and continued to enforce its deepwater drilling moratorium, even 

going so far as to institute a second drilling ban in July.  

The July ban was challenged by an industry lawsuit that claimed the ban was devastating the Gulf Coast 

economy, which is heavily dependent on deepwater drilling activities. The ban was rescinded in October, before Judge 

Feldman could rule on its validity.  

After the administration claimed to have lifted its blanket ban in October, it failed to issue a single permit during 

the six months that followed, blaming strained resources and new regulations. Ensco, an offshore driller whose permits 

have been “under review” for as long as nine months, believes (as does Judge Feldman) that the “government‟s 



continuous delays are intentional,” part of an effort to use last year‟s BP oil spill as an excuse to limit fossil fuel 

extraction.   

On February 2, 2011, Feldman ruled Interior Secretary Ken Salazar in contempt for imposing a second 

moratorium after the first had been struck down, noting that such action showed a “flagrant” disregard for the first ruling. 

. . . Yet Plans to Fund Offshore Drilling in Brazil 
In a shameless display of hypocrisy, President Obama addressed the Brazilian people on March 22 while 

vacationing in Rio de Janeiro, urging them to drill for oil off their coastline. Never mind the “hazards to the environment” 

that radical environmentalists scream about every time we propose drilling off our shores in order to reduce our 

dependence on foreign oil.  

Obama assured the Brazilians, “We want to help you with the technology and support to develop these oil 

reserves safely. And when you‟re ready to start selling, we want to be one of your best customers.”  

Bottom line: Roughly 20,000 Americans are unemployed as a direct result of the policies and actions of the 

regime in Washington that despises fossil fuels as a “threat to the environment.”  

With U.S. oil production sharply down, and oil prices skyrocketing, President Obama plans to send American tax 

dollars--to the tune of $2 billion or more--to help the Brazilian economy create jobs for Brazilian workers! The Wall Street 

Journal reported in August 2009 that the U.S. Export-Import Bank stated it had issued a “preliminary commitment” letter 

to Petrobras in the amount of $2 billion and had discussed with Brazil the possibility of increasing that amount (“Obama 

Underwrites Offshore Drilling,” WSJ, 8/18/2009). 

Obama Administration: Guilty of Economic Sabotage . . . or “Misguided Policy”? 
On March 21, 2011, Cybercast News Service reported that at least 13,000 jobs have been lost since last summer‟s 

moratorium on offshore oil production, surpassing projected job losses in a 2010 study by thousands. The study is entitled, 

The Economic Cost of a Moratorium on Offshore Oil and Gas Exploration to the Gulf Region,” and was authored by 

Joseph Mason, a Louisiana State University Professor. Mason estimated that the new regional (emphasis added) job 

losses due to the moratorium on offshore oil production in the Gulf region is now 13,000--up from his original estimate of 

8,000. 

Heritage Foundation reported on that same study, noting that Mason has estimated national job losses at 19,000 

from the drilling moratorium, with wage losses at $1.1 billion. That is not just Louisiana: about one-third of those jobs 

(vendors and industries that supply equipment and supplies to oil drilling companies) are located outside the Gulf region 

(Heritage Foundation, March 25, 2011). 

The Obama Administration‟s deliberately slow pace of issuing new drilling permits for the Gulf of Mexico has 

led to a sharp decline in oil production for the Gulf of Mexico this year.  

Obama’s Secret Stash to Guarantee Implementation of ObamaCare 
This regime has ignored two rulings that have found the notorious ObamaCare bill unconstitutional, and have 

gone forward with the process of implementing it. But it‟s even worse than that. While ObamaCare has been perceived 

widely as a fiscal nightmare, it was not known until February this year how massively the bill transferred power from 

Congress to the Executive branch. Deeply buried in the law passed in March 2010 is a $105-billion slush fund that assures 

funding into the future, no matter what future voters think or want. In February, the Congressional Research Service 

(CRS) updated an October 2010 report entitled, “Appropriations and Fund Transfers in the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act.” The new report stated that, unbeknownst to almost every member of Congress, ObamaCare 

contains $105 billion in direct implementation spending that bypasses Congress‟s normal appropriations process.  

We believe this stealth funding amounts to lawlessness. Because no one had had opportunity to read the bill and 

know what was in it, it is hard to see how this stealth funding could possibly be considered legal. Years‟ worth of 

spending decisions were built into the ObamaCare bill in secret, thereby handcuffing the current Congress and preventing 

it from determining current levels of spending. The $105 billion is not a budget projection, but an actual appropriation of 

money, enacted into law by the Democrats when they passed the bill. In order to actually defund ObamaCare, 

conservative lawmakers must go through all 2,700 pages of the bill and cut spending for every program, one by one. 

Obama’s Justice Department Says It Won’t Defend DOMA . . . 
In February, the Justice Department announced that it would no longer defend the federal Defense of Marriage 

Act (DOMA) because the president and Attorney General, Eric Holder, believe the law is unconstitutional. Members of 

the House of Representatives responded by saying they will make sure the constitutionality of the law is decided by the 

courts--and not by the president. 



When DOMA was signed into law by President Clinton, it became the law of the land. Neither the Justice 

Department nor the President has the authority to declare any law invalid or unilaterally decide that a given law will not 

be defended in court based on personal biases of members of the Justice or Executive branches of government. 

. . . But DOJ Dismissed the Case Against Black Panthers 
On Election Day in November 2008, members of the Black Panthers, a militant black political party, brandished 

nightsticks and intimidated voters at a Philadelphia polling place--clearly a blatant violation of Federal Election Law. In a 

stunning manifestation of injustice and disregard for the rule of law--which that branch of government is chartered to 

uphold--U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder inexplicably chose not to prosecute the case. This, despite the fact that it was 

an open-and-shut case involving violations of federal law. 

Obama and Socialist Facilitators Have Planted a “Debt Bomb” 
Mark Alexander, publisher of The Patriot Post, wrote recently: “However discomforting this fact 

might be, there is abundant and irrefutable evidence that Barack Hussein Obama and his socialist cadre are endeavoring to 

“fundamentally transform the United States of America” by planting a debt bomb, the future shockwave of which, they 

surmise, will break the back of free enterprise. From the ashes of that cataclysm, Obama and his ilk envision restructuring 

our nation as the USSA [Union of Socialist States of 

America].” (“Democratic Socialism--Political Consequence of the Looming Debt Bomb Shockwave,” published at Free 

Republic.com, 3/10/2011) 

It is probably not necessary to go into great detail here about Obama‟s so-called “economic recovery plan”--the federal 

budget forecast for the current fiscal year which includes a historic $1.65 trillion deficit. Readers are aware that the 

economic consequences of unfunded government spending (meaning, we have to borrow the money to continue the 

wildly out-of-control spending by Congress), will be double-digit inflation, loss of confidence in the U.S. dollar around 

the world, and a monetary crisis of a magnitude never before seen in this nation‟s history.  The only accurate way to 

characterize such deliberate economic destruction is lawless. 

In February alone, the Obama government accrued a record $223 billion deficit for one month. That single-month 

deficit exceeds the entire 2007 budget deficit under George W. Bush. 

Congress is borrowing 40 cents of every dollar it spends, and our national debt now stands at $14 trillion, which is 

roughly 97 percent of our nation‟s gross domestic product in 2010. As stated earlier, detailing the full extent of this 

administration‟s lawlessness would take far more space than is available here. However, a couple of other issues cited by 

Thomas Sowell 

deserve mention: “[Obama] has by-passed the Constitution by appointing power-wielding „czars‟ who don‟t have to be 

confirmed by the Senate like Cabinet members, and now he has by-passed Congress by taking military actions based on 

authorization by the United Nations and the Arab League.” (“Measuring Force,” TownHall.com, 3/30/2011) Sowell‟s 

words state concisely the utter contempt that Barack Obama feels for the authority of the United States Congress--one of 

the three coequal branches of government established by the Constitution. He has arrogantly bypassed that branch, 

referring to work his will through his czars, the United Nations, and the Arab League! 

A Time of Choosing 
Alan Greenspan, former chairman of the Federal Reserve, concluded that “Deficit spending is simply a scheme 

for the hidden confiscation of wealth.” Russian dissident Alexander Solzhenitsyn wrote, “Socialism of any type leads to a 

total destruction of the human spirit.” Barack Obama is a radical leftist, blinded by disdain for America, which he 

chooses to see through the distorted lens of Marxism and years of indoctrination by socialist mentors and radical, leftist 

ideologues such as Frank Marshall Davis and Saul Alinsky. It is beyond shocking for many Americans to realize that the 

President of the United States sees it as his mission to dismantle capitalism--which has made America the most 

prosperous and  generous nation in history--and obliterate the foundations that have made America a nation of exceptional 

opportunity and freedom. If the clanking chains of servitude to debt ultimately shackle our Lady of Liberty and snuff out 

her precious light of freedom, Barack Obama and his ilk believe they will be rewarded for their treachery by those who 

put them into power--both the left-wing elite and the ignorant impoverished. When the money runs out, when the lenders 

refuse to extend any more credit, and when the smoke begins to clear after the debt bomb shockwave, they are the ones 

who will bury their heads in the sand and embrace Democratic Socialism.   

Others will not. Our Declaration of Independence and our Constitution were spawned by revulsion against 

tyranny. Let us pray that there are still among us sufficient numbers who will refuse to tolerate a yoke of servitude under a 

lawless government. 


