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Obama Doctrine: Bend At The Waist 
  

For all the volumes that are filled about the predilections of American presidents, a commander-in-chief’s 

attitude towards foreign affairs can often be captured in a single iconic moment. 

 There’s John F. Kennedy staring into a camera while explain the Cuban Missile Crisis to the American 

people; Jimmy Carter scolding the nation about its “inordinate fear of communism;” Ronald Reagan boldly 

challenging Mikhail Gorbachev in front of the Brandenburg Gate, and George W.  Bush, bullhorn in hand, 

standing defiantly atop the ruins of the World Trade Center.  

 If Barack Obama has had such a watershed at this early stage in his presidency, it took place in Tokyo 

recently, when the President grandly bowed from the waist upon meeting Japan’s Emperor Akihito. (Center for 

Individual Freedom, Nov. 20, 2009) 
 


