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On March 5, 2010, Andrew C. McCarthy delivered a speech in Washington, D.C., as part of a lecture series 

sponsored by the Hillsdale College Center for Constitutional Studies and Citizenship. In that speech, which was entitled, 

“America’s War on Islamist Terror . . . Or Is It?” Mr. McCarthy made the following statements about the intent of the 

Framers of the Constitution with regard to our ability as a nation to defend ourselves: 

“[The Framers of our Constitution] did not believe that we would be able to define our enemies out of 

existence by not uttering their names—or rationalize them out of existence by insisting that their hostility is somehow 

our own fault. Nor did the Framers believe that we would be able to indict our enemies into submission in our civilian 

Courts.” 

Andrew McCarthy has an impressive grasp of what will be required for our nation to defend itself against 

terrorism. He served for 18 years as Assistant U.S. Attorney in the South District of New York; from 1933-95 he led the 

prosecution against Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman and 11 others in connection with the 1993 World Trade Center bombing. 

Following the 9/11 attacks, McCarthy supervised the Justice Department’s command post near Ground Zero. He also 

served as a Special Assistant to the Deputy Secretary of Defense and an adjunct professor at Fordham University School 

of Law and New York Law School.   

Mr. McCarthy writes widely for newspapers and journals, including National Review, the Wall Street Journal, 

and USA Today.  He is author of the book, Willful Blindness: A Memoir of the Jihad. 


